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Korean to be Taught as Second Foreign Language in
Paraguay Starting This Year

- Ministries of Education of Korea and Paraguay signed an MoU to
cooperate on Korean education in Paraguay as a second foreign language
in secondary schools.

The Ministry of Education (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Education Lee Ju-Ho) announced a memorandum of understanding with
Paraguay's Ministry of Education and Science. This collaboration, beginning
in 2024, aims to establish Korean as a second foreign language option in

Paraguayan middle and high schools.

The MoU is expected to significantly increase Korean language adoption in
local schools in Paraguay. Recognition as a formal subject with grades
contributing to advanced school entry will incentivize participation.
Furthermore, graduates from the National Teacher's University's Korean
language education department is anticipated to fill teaching positions,

solidifying Korean language education in Paraguay.

Driven by the popularity of the Korean Wave (Hallyu) cultural content,
interest and demand for learning Korean in Paraguay have been steadily
rising. The Ministry of Education, through the Korean Education Center in
Paraguay, has actively supported this growth. As a result, the number of
Korean language learners in Paraguayan secondary schools has more than
doubled, from 1,900 students in 16 schools (2017) to over 4,800 students
in 23 schools (2023). Korean language courses have also expanded beyond
secondary education, reaching institutions like the Paraguayan Military

Academy, Columbia University, Unida University, and the Ministry of



National Defense.

"This MoU signifies a new chapter in our educational cooperation with
Paraguay, particularly in promoting Korean language education," stated Park
Sung-min, Deputy Minister of Planning and Coordination of the Ministry of
Education. "We anticipate the spread of Korean language throughout South
America, including Paraguay, which will diversify the student body in

Korean universities."

Global Education Planning Bureau Director Juylfcl)rSng (044-203-6780)
Contact Point 0 K Educati
verseas D(i)vrii?c?n ucation Deputy Director Lee Ahhyun  (044-203-6785)
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